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You can think of our atmosphere as a large ocean of air surrounding the earth. The air that
composes the atmosphere is made of many different gases. Nitrogen accounts for as
much as 78% of the volume while Oxygen accounts for 21%. The remaining 1% is
composed of such gases as Argon, Carbon Dioxide, Helium, and Hydrogen. Typically, the
weather of the earth is caused by processes that occur within the lowest 20 km of the
atmosphere. This includes such phenomena as fog, wind, rain, storms, snow, tornadoes,
and clouds.

Air and consequently, our atmosphere, do have weight. This weight decreases as you go
up within the atmosphere. When gravity acts on the air, the air exerts a force upon the

earth called pressure. The typical pressure at sea level is 1013.25 millibars or 14.7 pounds
per square inch. A millibar is a unit that is used to report the the atmospheric pressure.
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High pressure generally
leads to warm, calm
weather days. Low
pressure leads to

W Al Cold Air increase in wind and
kit 5d precipitation, and cooler
temperatures.
/HIGH\ AOW\ H and L




